
GALLERIA CONTINUA is pleased to present a major 
exhibition dedicated to Pascale Marthine Tayou, 
a leading figure in international contemporary 
art, at its Les Moulins site, located in 
Boissy-le-Châtel. 

Tchâm: Confidences is a monographic exhibition 
celebrating 25 years of collaboration, trust, 
and shared experience between the Cameroonian 
artist — based in Belgium — and the gallery. 
The project unfolds across the entirety of the 
10,000 m² site, which has hosted large-scale 
works and bold artistic projects from around 
the world since 2007. Between vital breath and 
joyful tensions, Tchâm: Confidences invites 
visitors to reflect on our times, immersing 
them in the artist’s colorful universe - one in 
which they become active participants as they 
move through the space. 

Spanning a wide variety of formats, the 
exhibition brings together over a hundred 
works from the artist’s early career to his 
most recent creations. It features materials 
and mediums that have long defined Tayou’s 
artistic vocabulary : glass, crystal, pastel-
hued chalk - his recurring chromatic palette 
-  plastic bags, and found objects repurposed 
into formal and conceptual explorations.

As the artist often reminds : 

“ Everything is possible. Making an exhibition 
is not about the materials, but about what 
you do with them. It’s about finding a way to 
tell something new — be it with an umbrella 
or a branch… ”

Several emblematic works will be on view : 
the famous Poupées Pascale (Pascale’s Dolls), 
contemporary fetishes from ancestral cultures ; 
the Colonnes Pascale (Pascale’s Columns), 

fragile and vibrant totems ; and the Colonial 
Ghosts, multicolored glass figurines produced 
in Sunderland, here gathered in one of their 
largest presentations to date. 

Monumental installations - a practice in which 
Tayou excels—punctuate the exhibition path, 
addressing ecological abuses and contemporary 
global tensions. Among them : Coton Tige, 
a cloud-like cluster of cotton and wooden 
spikes originally created in 2015 for the 
Serpentine Gallery in London, in a former 
powder storehouse, evocatively confronting 
the violence of Europe’s colonial and slave-
trading past. Further on, Survival Tree rises 
like a palaver tree adorned with transparent 
masks - spirits of ancestors or allegories of 
our multifaceted identities.
Oxygen, first presented at Collection Lambert 
in Avignon and later at Chaumont-sur-Loire, 
creates a tension between nature and artifice, 
as well as between ecological urgency and 
sensory poetry.

Also featured is David Crossing the Moon, 
a luminous intersection of a crescent moon, 
a cross, and a star—offering a striking 
metaphor for Tayou’s vision : an invitation 
to transcend religious and cultural divisions 
in favor of a graphic, critical, and luminous 
coexistence. Specifically conceived for the 
exhibition, a newly created series of flags 
titled L’enfer du décor, produced during a 
recent extended stay in Cameroon, will be 
presented to the public for the first time. 

A self-taught maker, world traveler, and 
student of life, Pascale Marthine Tayou 
is a sculptor of shifting identities. His 
seemingly carefree creations question the 
tensions between individual and collective, 
ancestral memory and contemporary mutations. 
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Deeply humanist, his work aims to bring 
people together beyond their differences. 

Through this exhibition, GALLERIA CONTINUA 
celebrates a special relationship built on 
complicity, loyalty, and a shared adventure. 
It reaffirms the gallery’s commitment to 
open, critical, and deeply engaged artistic 
practices. Since its opening in 2007, Les 
Moulins has become a vibrant site shaped by the 
seasons, dedicated to monumental creation and 
cultural diversity—an ideal setting for Tayou’s 
generous, hybrid, and free-spirited universe. 

Charlotte Lidon

About the artist : 

Pascale Marthine Tayou was born in Nkongsamba, 
Cameroon, in 1966. He lives and works in 
Ghent, Belgium, and Yaoundé, Cameroon. 

Since the early 1990s and his participation 
in Documenta 11 (2002) in Kassel and the 
Venice Biennale (2005 and 2009), Tayou has 
gained widespread international recognition. 
His practice is marked by variability, 
avoiding confinement to any one medium or 
thematic focus. While his subjects are 
diverse, they consistently stem from the 
artist himself. Early in his career, Tayou 
added an “ e ” to both his first and middle 
names, giving them feminine endings and 
playfully distancing himself from patriarchal 
artistic authority and gendered roles.

The same applies to any attempt to reduce 
his work to a specific geographical or 
cultural origin. Tayou’s works are not merely 
mediators between cultures or explorations 
of the ambivalent relationship between 
humans and nature—they are created with the 
awareness that these are social, cultural, 
or political constructs. His practice is 
deliberately mobile, elusive in relation to 
predefined frameworks, and heterogeneous. 
It is always closely tied to the idea of 
travel and encounters with what lies beyond 
the self, and is so spontaneous it can seem 
almost nonchalant. The objects, sculptures, 
installations, drawings, and videos produced 
by Tayou share a recurring feature: they 
focus on an individual moving outward into 
the world. 

About GALLERIA CONTINUA : 

Founded in 1990 in San Gimignano by Mario 
Cristiani, Lorenzo Fiaschi, and Maurizio 
Rigillo, GALLERIA CONTINUA now operates in San 
Gimignano, Rome, Beijing, Paris, Les Moulins, 
Havana, and São Paulo. 
The gallery pursues continuity between eras, 
celebrating the connection between past, 
present, and future through a commitment to 
shaping contemporary art. By occupying unique, 
historically rich spaces away from traditional 
circuits, the gallery has, over more than 
three decades, built a strong identity centered 

2/2

on artistic creation and cultural blending. 
Its various spaces around the world invite 
encounter and dialogue through artworks, 
offering a vision of beauty that is plural, 
joyful, cosmopolitan, and rich in influences. 
An emblematic site of industrial heritage on 
the outskirts of Paris, GALLERIA CONTINUA / 
Les Moulins is located in Boissy-le-Châtel, 
in the Grand Morin valley near Coulommiers. 
As the gallery’s first space in France, this 
monumental 30,000-square-meter site, with its 
unique character, has become an incubator for 
creation—giving rise to exceptional in situ 
productions and avant-garde projects, and 
launching a pioneering, unprecedented program 
in art education. Guided by this vision, 
GALLERIA CONTINUA / Les Moulins was established 
in the heart of the countryside, in a former 
paper factory, reflecting a strong desire for 
openness and engagement with new audiences. 
From the outset, the space was conceived as a 
site for experimentation and dialogue between 
contemporary art, industrial architecture, and 
the surrounding territory. 
It was also in this spirit that the Sphères 
project was launched. For ten years, GALLERIA 
CONTINUA invited international galleries from 
five continents—such as White Cube, Hauser 
& Wirth, Galerie Chantal Crousel, Perrotin, 
Galleria Franco Noero, Thaddaeus Ropac, 
Yvon Lambert, Galerie Krinzinger, A Gentil 
Carioca, ATHR Gallery, Esther Schipper, M 
WOODS, Chatterjee & Lal, and many others—to 
co-create ambitious exhibitions. This program 
demonstrated that collaboration strengthens 
the cultural mission of the gallerist, which 
is above all a passion in service of art. Les 
Moulins also offers a daily mediation program, 
with formats adapted to all audiences—children, 
students, families, curious visitors—in order 
to support visits, encourage dialogue, and 
make contemporary art accessible to everyone. 
Because we believe that art can transform and 
empower, and that it should be shared with 
generosity and simplicity.

GALLERIA CONTINUA / Les Moulins
46 rue de la Ferté Gaucher, 77169 Boissy-le-Châtel 
+33 (0)1 64 20 39 50 | +33 (0)6 74 95 46 94
www.galleriacontinua.com 

Wed - Su 12.00pm-6.00pm and by appointment

For all press enquiries, please contact :
ARMANCE COMMUNICATION / Romain Mangion, 
romain@armance.co – +33 (0)1 40 57 00 00

https://www.galleriacontinua.com/exhibitions/scavengers-438

